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1. SPEAKING AT A LUNCHEON HOSTED BY THE ALUMINA 
PARTNERS OF JAMAICA (ALPART) EARLY THIS WEEK. 

MINISTER OF MINES AND NATURAL RESOURCES, ALAN ISAACS 
DISCLOSED THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF JAMAICA WILL SHORTLY 
ENTER INTO "SERIOUS DISCUSSION WITH THE BAUXITE INDUSTRY 
CONCERNING THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE OF THE INDUSTRY". 
ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, ISAACS SAID THAT THE JAMAICAN 
BAUXITE INDUSTRY HAD NOW COME OF AGE, AND IT WAS NOW 
THE SITUATION TO SIT DOWN AND TALK BUSINESS WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT. ISAACS REPORTEDLY EMPHASIZED THAT JAMAICA 
STOOD TO GAIN IN REVENUE FROM ITS BAUXITE RESOURCES AND 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD LIKE TO SEE MORE JAMAICAN 
PARTICIPATION IN THE INDUSTRY AS WELL AS GREATER ALUMINA 
PRODUCTION. ACCORDING TO THE REPORTS, ISAACS ALSO 
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HOSTILITY TOWARD FOREIGN INVESTMENT AND IN FACT 
WOULD ALWAYS WELCOME SUCH INVESTMENT 

2. THE GROUP TO WHICH ISAACS SPOKE INCLUDED JOHN B. 

PLACE, PRESIDENT OF THE ANACONDA COMPANY; GEORGE WALTERS, 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT OF REYNOLDS METALS, AND CORNEL 
MIER, PRESIDENT OF THE KAISER ALUMINUM COMPANY. 

ALCAN, REYNOLDS, AND KAISER ARE THE CHIEF PARTICIPANTS OF 
ALP ART. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, ALL THREE ALUMINUM 
EXECUTIVES ASSURED THE MINISTER OF THEIR INTEREST IN 
OPENING A DIALOGUE ON THE FUTURE OF THE INDUSTRY. 

3. ON THURSDAY AND FRIDAY OF THIS WEEK, THE 
PRO-GOVERNMENT DAILY NEWS FEATURED PROMINENT EDITORIALS 
STRONGLY SUPPORTING ISAAC S INTENTION TO OPEN DISCUSSIONS 
WITH THE BAUXITE INDUSTRY. THE THURSDAY EDITORIAL EXPRESSED 
DOUBT THAT THE COMPANIES WOULD BE WILLING TO MEET JAMAICAN 
ASPIRATIONS IN TERMS OF PARTICIPATION IN THE BAUXITE 
INDUSTRY. IT RECALLED THE NEGATIVE REACTION IN JAMAICA 
PRIME MINISTER BURNHAM'S TAKEOVER OF ALCAN'S INTEREST 

IN GUYANA, BUT INDICATED THAT THE GOJ SHOULD FORGE AHEAD 
NOTWITHSTANDING. IT ALSO RECALLED PRIME MINISTER MANLEY'S 
OFT REPEATED ASSURANCES THAT JAMAICA IS NOT INTERESTED IN 
THE NATIONALIZATION OF THE COMPANIES. THE FRIDAY EDITORIAL 
ALSO APPLAUDS ISAAC’S INITIATIVE BUT TAKES THE GOVERNMENT 
TO TASK FOR HAVING DELAYED THIS IMPORTANT STEP UNTIL 
NOW. 

4. COMMENT: ISAAC'S SPEECH TO SOME OF THE TOP EXECUTIVE 
OFFICERS IN THE BAUXITE INDUSTRY SUGGESTS THAT HE MEANT 
EXACTLY WHAT HE SAID IN HIS CONVERSATION WITH 

ME LAST MONTH (REFTEL). THE SPEECH ALSO SUGGESTS THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT POSITION IN THOSE TALKS WILL BE AS DESCRIBED 
IN HIS CONVERSATION WITH ME. HEWITT 
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